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Political
25X1
BERTA's ARKEIT
25X1
2. ' BERJA was arrested in a "dacha" (country house) near MOSCOW in June

or Juiy, 1955 by three highr-ra.nking off’:.cers of the Soviet High Cummand - a o
-Ganaml, a Colonel and a Marshal (referred to as "&hulcovtsy", i.e. adherents
.of Zhukov) - and an unlcnown number of repreaentatives of the Party (referred

to as "Khrushchevtsy", i.e. adherents of KHRUbHCHEV) , and was executed w:.thout ‘
trial about a month later. The arrest was a.uthorised at a menting called by
KHRUSHCHEV of the G t/ral Committee of the Farty, wh:.ch not all members attended, ."

~r

after the uharges ainst BERHA had been put to a vote. .
3. MAIE

mentioned. It was believed that KHRU‘JHCHEV ‘had taken the init:.ative with the

's part in the events leading up to. T:ERIWB arzest was not

support of a number. of his bersonal proteges whom' he had managed to appoint
to importa.nt poste aﬁ;er eff'ecting their transfer from KIEV, whcre he f'omerly

had great influence.

INCREASED POWERS OF THE MINISTRY OF JUSTI

b After 'STALI‘N'B death a secret directive was issued (exact date unknown)
s L.

by the Ministry of Justice to Public Prosecutors, acéordi to which thé latter

are now authorised to examine the files held by - the IA.J.B. in cormectlon mth
the arrest of‘ pe“sons accused of poht:.cal cnmes and to delay or pzevc,nt, ir

they think necessary on legal grounds, the convxction of sugh persons. In

@ﬁ‘ﬂff nowrtﬁ xsesoﬂa_viﬂ?y[ghm\{ E\)\Ious\;smnct ion

\

addit ion, Party members’
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of either the local Publiz Prosecutor or thp eecretazy of the ‘Jar't 7o Althou@,h o
thesa new regulatlons exist more in theory than in lJI‘iC‘th‘ and 1t would |
probably »-S‘tlll be unwise for a Fublic Prosecutor to oppose the wishes of the
M.G.3. 'l;oc) strongly, Public f;roseéutors do a.ppare’ntlyrnow i‘eel‘.at lesgs of a.
disadvantage vis-a-vis fhe ¥.G.B. than before. liore attent ion is now pa:u.d

also to allegations agamat party, or even Iu.V D. /u.G B. officials; made in’
anonymous letters sent to Public Prosecutors. Visits of insp‘ucting commisaions
from the Central Committee of the,rarty to provincial administrative centres

ai‘e\ more frequent. than formerly, bg‘c no details are known regar&ing their .

powers.,

RECENT CHANGES IN PERSONNEL OF THE M.V.D.

5. Subject has n» knowledge of personalities in the M.V.D. who hg{;e

ohanged since STALIN's death. - He has heard, howaver, from his fatheir that
o there has been a marked tendency since the downfall of ﬁER:M\ for young, ,junlor
’ officers of the M.V.D. to be promoted over the heads of’ thelr seniors. The
reagon for this is, in his opinion, that the older of‘f:.cials ~who have been‘av. .
'long time in the employ of the M.V. D. are more likely to have been supporters A
.of EERM\ ‘
6. A few moxy hs before STALIN's death there was a general reductlon of
pay for members of the M.V. D. (no details kmown), and there have been many
complaints from/M.V.D. officers since about their worse{led conditions of service

1

generally.

PERSONALITIES IN THE WESTERN UKRAINE

7. (a) GRUSHETSKIY (fnu) - a Great Russian, is secretary of the Obkompartiy,
LUTSK. Aged about 55. Fog\ erly a Lieutenaﬁt-Gc;neralin the Boviet
Ay (until about 1947). Vas Secretary of the Obkompartii, LVOY,
whence he we.s tmnéferred to LUTSK in 1952. This transfer represcnted
a demotien for him, ‘as‘the Lvovakaya Oblast isi more important’ than

Volynskays Oblast. He is said to have made himself unpopular on

account of his dictatorial behaviour vis-o-vis|other party officials,

although the peasants in Volynskaya Oblast are [fond of him. Qﬁ
am. _
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’ 'Hié_ main hob:by is hunting, which he

does chiefly in the area round KOLKI (V;:lynskaya Oblast);- .o'n théée
_hunting trips he is usually escorted by a few 'uhifonned ﬁembers 6f'
the M.V.D. troops, whose presence he resents. They afe sui)'olied
' compulsorily by the local M.V.D. authorities in order to protect him
from poss:l.ble attacks by partlsans.

AZHUKOVSKI¥ (fnu) - a Great Russian, was Jecond Sgcrétary’ of the

Obkompartii, LUTSK, until 1951, and is probably still in the same

posf, which he has held ever since the area was liberatéd from the

‘Germans during the Second World War, -

MALYUTA (fnu) ~ was Third Secrétary of the- Obkompartii‘,b' LUTSK until -
1951, a;nd is probably still in ‘tlhat pc;st. His son, born about ‘1927,
was consbripf_ced into the 3oviet Amy at the end of the 3econd_Wor1d
War and was tfansferred as a 3ergeant in 1947 to the M.V.D. Kz_'e.mlin
Guard (K;eﬁ:lovskaya Ok.hrar_w. M.V.D.), where he is now believed to be
~an offider. . .
SANZHAéA ‘gfnu) - was Head of the 8ection for General Superrision of
the P/ublic Progecutor's Office in LUTSK until 1951,‘ when.h‘e was dis-
missed as a result of an inguiry which revealed that some of hig
relativ-es had had deé.l:i.ng».é ith the Gérmans, during the Second World
War in Geme.n-occup‘ied_;cerriétory. He returned to his native town
som'ewhere in the central pa ; of Furopean Russia and has not been

heard of since.

SIMONENKO (fnu) - Public Prosecutor in LUTSK since 1946, and wes

still in that post in‘Ncrvember/Decembef 1953, \\ He is one of the

few‘ of'fm:.als of the Fublic .t’rosecutor s Office to havc zcnmmed _
the“e for such a long period. _
PETROVA (fnu) - was female investigator (Stars '36 Sledov\ut'cl’) of

the Investigation Section of the Pubiic Prosecutor's @ff‘;’we, LUTSK.
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She co \itted suicide in 1952. The of‘fic:.e.l reason g,:.ven wa.g that

N \ she had been a failure at her job and had therefore become very -
'depresse «  Local rumour has it, however, that she had taken an
increas:mg dislike to the Soviet system and could not stand it any

\

longer. \

(g) Colonel RA.Y;'CHEI\‘KO (fnu) - was Head of the LUTSK M.V.D. Directorate
i .

" (Nachal'nik Oblastnogo Upr\ leniya NM.V.D.) until 1952, when he was

transferred to KIEV and apppinted Deputy Head of the Oblast Directorate

of the M.V.D. there (Zameat%tel' Nachal'nika Kirevakogo Oblastnogo
Upravleniya M.V.D.)‘. Althgugh not well-educated he was 'regarded in
LUTSK as "one of the people" and more approachable than the average -
M.V;D. official.

(,h) UDovm,KIY (fnw) - was President of the Gorsovet m/ LUTSK until 1951,

when he was dismissed as a result of the d:.scovcxé that he had
assoclated in some way or other with the Gennan’s/ during the Sécond
World War in German occupied térritory.
(1) TERESHCHUX (fnu) - President of a large collective fam (Predsedatel’
: Ykrupne#nogo Kolkhoza) about fifteen kilometres West of ROZHL‘SI\&HE,l
near LUTSK.  Fommerly an official (Brigadir) on an animel farm.

Elected a deputy to the Supreme Soviet in 195Q although she became a

esfcm LU. S. OFFICIALS omu Come

-

rarty member ‘only about six years ago.

8. - The former Head (name unkno.m) of the Investigation Section of the

LUTSK Public Prosecutor's Office (Nachal'nik Sledovatel'akogo Otdela Oblagtnoy

Prokuratury) wes dismissed in 1949, ‘

Q ' He now holds the po‘st of Head of the Supply Depsrtment of the

"Voentorg" :8heps of Volynskaja Oblast in LUTSK.
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